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Retirement
is only the
beginning

BTAG
helping
students
graduate

Superintendent
Michael Grego

LaVerne FeasterJohnson

A press conference was called Tues., Aug. 19 to discuss the injustices happening in America.

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

LARGO – The Bridging
the Achievement Gap
(BTAG) program, now in
its 11th year, has been benefiting students academically, and helping retired
educators shake off the
mental rust.
BTAG also provides opportunities for businesses
and other individuals to
support this effort to increase academic enhancement in an attempt to
eliminate the achievement
gap that exists between students in the Pinellas
County School District.
Celebrating
another
year of success at their annual fundraiser banquet
held at Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church last Thurs.,
Aug 14, Anne Scofield, who
has worked with BTAG has
witnessed firsthand the
success of this tutoring program with its goal to help
students graduate from
high school on time.
“What motivates me to
continue with BTAG is that
See BTAG, page 2



BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Representatives
from
Florida’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference converged in St.
Petersburg on Tuesday
for a press conference to
discuss not just the happenings in Ferguson,
Mo., but the injustices

happening across America.
Of course, the Ferguson, Mo., tragedy is on
the forefront of everyone’s mind. Michael
Brown and a companion
were confronted by an officer as they walked back
to Brown’s home Aug. 9
from a convenience store.
Brown and the officer

were involved in an altercation, which left the unarmed Brown shot dead
with six bullets in his
body.
Unfortunately peaceful protest has given way
to rioting and looting and
the National Guard has
had to descend on the
streets of Ferguson to
reign in the violence.

Jeffery Copeland, executive director of the
Pinellas County SCLC
said the SCLC stands together in unity with the
Pinellas County Urban
League, the African People’s Socialist Party and
State Representative Darryl Rouson on the subject
of “injustices happening
See SCLC, pages 5

The Woodson welcomes new police chief
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum, located at 2240
9th Ave. S., played host
last Thursday to a meet
and greet for St. Petersburg’s newest member of
the police force.
Chief of Police Anthony Holloway waited
patiently for District 7
School Board member
Renee Flowers to finish
as she doted on him.
“It is not often that we

have an opportunity to be
able to greet and meet
someone in our community that will have a
tremendous impact on
us,” she said calling attention to the fact that Holloway has a different
approach to help cut
down on crime.
Flowers has always
been big on embracing
new members in leadership and called on the
community to support
him and step up to the
plate in actively becoming involved in their
See CHIEF, page 4

BY COURTNEY PARISH
NNB Student Reporter

S T. P E T E R S B U R G
— Many people rely on
caffeine as fuel to power
them through daily responsibilities. LaVerne FeasterJohnson, on the other
hand, is fueled by a desire
to make a difference in
people’s lives. She worked
as the program manager
over Employment Re-entry
Services at Department of
Veterans Affairs at the
C.W. Bill Young Healthcare
System.
Being in the first graduating class of the Masters
in Social Work from the
University of South Florida,
social work is in FeasterJohnson’s blood. Her
mother was a Licensed
Practical Nurse at the state
psychiatric
facility
in
Philadelphia; she worked
with individuals who had
mental health problems.
“I remember picking
my mother up from work
one day and a patient tried
to follow her home. She
coaxed him back into the
building by reassuring him
that he wasn’t different or
dysfunctional, he just functioned differently,” FeasterJohnson said. Her mother’s
kind and accepting attitude
is something Feaster-Johnson admired and wanted to
pass on to the people
whose lives she touched.
See CHARTER, page 7

Chief of Police Anthony Holloway


 

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling




Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
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Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

One final note on generational
curses…
Praise the Lord Saints.
Parents please go to www.blackexcel.org,
www.fastweb.com and
www.fafsa.ed.gov and sit your high
schooler down and make them research these websites and pick out 2050 different scholarships to apply for
and apply for a Pell Grant.
Black Excel is a website that furnishes information on scholarships
available to black students only and
currently there’s over 500 plus to date.
Fast Web is a website that links you
to available scholarships based off the
information you furnished once you
set up your account.
FAFSA of course is the Pell Grant
itself. FREE money to go to college
based solely on your family’s income.
It’s a headache but well worth it in the
end. Be patient and complete everything even if you have to resubmit. It
keeps money in the parents’ pockets
and puts money in the children’s bank
accounts.
Say thank you to our current and
soon to be former governor for cutting
the Bright Future’s Scholarships in
half! That really hurt a lot of deserving kids that worked hard to get them
only to have it almost not be worth the
efforts.
It is so frustrating to me to hear
parents always say, “Well they’re
grown now and they’re gonna have to
make their own mistakes and take
their own paths,” or “We made mistakes and they’re going have to learn
from theirs too.” That’s asinine, asiten, asi-eleven, …!
That’s backwards and will lead to
you having to dig them out of the hole
you dug for them by not setting up detours along the way to prevent this in
the first place. You are the parent, the
leader, the guide! The one who was
supposed to be practicing wisdom,
rightly applied knowledge learned
from experience.
God opened the door for each of us
to have His Spirit to lead and guide us
into all truth. How is it that we think
that we are supposed to teach our kids
the opposite?
First of all they are NOT grown,
they are young adults! Get out the
house, get a job, get a Duke Energy account in their name, a water bill in
their name, and pay some bills for
about six to 12 months, and then we
can talk about being grown.

Secondly, what’s going to happen
when the school says they still owe
money or they can’t get their books or
enroll in classes after they have already left? You guessed it, you are
going to have to beg, borrow and rob
Peter to pay Paul to make sure they
don’t have to come back and be embarrassed and drive you even crazier
than you currently are.
Finally and most importantly,
here’s the thing mom and dad, if you
would have sat down with them and
made them fill out those forms for
scholarships, set up the accounts on
FastWeb, filed that FAFSA on time,
made them do that community service
for the Bright Future’s scholarship,
you wouldn’t be in that predicament in
the first place.
I went back and forth with my two
that are currently in college for
months up until it was time to prepare
to decide where they would go. I let
them debate with me how they were
sick and tired of this terrible city and
wanted to get away as soon as they
could. But, you had better believe that
after the smoke cleared, if they didn’t
have a full ride, they went to SPC, then
after they saw how it felt to have thousands in their own bank accounts and
realized that college wasn’t as hard as
they were told by their guidance counselors and AP teachers, it was a much
smoother transition for them and less
stressful on our pockets.
While some were irresponsible
with their new money buying all manner of things, some parents put their
feet down and limited their spending
teaching them fiscal responsibility.
Some schools tell you ahead of
time about these very important steps
and others put it all on the students
claiming they are responsible enough
to have told the parents and of course
they miss out.
This is one to save even if your kids
are not in high school. These websites
will still be up and will only increase as
time passes.
My email is pastorrobharrison@
gmail.com if you want or need additional information. I check my email
daily and if you need my cell number,
please respond via my email and I will
call you.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

Helping our students get there from here
From BTAG, page 1

I see the success of the program with the students,
nearly 1,500 served now,
graduate, go off to college
and launch their careers,”
said Scofield who serves as
the corresponding secretary for the BTAG Advisory
Board. “It takes a community to care and direct students to realize the value of
education.”
Scofield also explained
that BTAG provides help to
parents with identifying resources such as financial
aid for college and guidance on which college a
student should attend.
The BTAG program can
boast of another year with
great successes and an impressive long list of high
school graduates from
around the bay area. On
the list are students from
Largo High, Bayside High,
Boca Ciega High, Pinellas
Park High, Seminole High
and Tarpon Springs High.
Since 2003 the program
accomplishments include
1,449 students served, 533
students graduated with
high school diplomas, 241
students attending colleges/universities, three
students graduated from
graduate school, six students currently attending
graduate schools and 12
students completed Technical/Vocational education
programs.
Superintendent of the
Pinellas County School District, Dr. Michael Grego attended the banquet and
spoke of how BTAG
demonstrates a commitment to help students with
their education pursuits.
“This is a community
that cares where teachers
and students come together and work with other
people to solve issues and
problems rather than just
talk or criticize,” Grego
said. “I am interested in
eliminating the achievement gap and not narrowing it. I have seen in my two
years with the district the
graduation rate of the minority and majority increase.”
Jeremiah
Harvey,
BTAG senior from Tarpon
Springs
High
School
served as co-masters of ceremony along with former

Gwen and James Feazell

BTAG participant Jabrae
Feazell,
PPHS,
US
Army. The program was
dedicated in honor of recently deceased poet Maya
Angelou and her quotes
were sprinkled throughout
the program.
The theme for this
year’s banquet was “Helping Our Students Get
There From Here” and the
founders of BTAG, James
and Gwen Feazell, were
honored for leading the
charge to reach that goal.
According to BTAG advisory board member Freddie Robinson, in addition to
the Feazells’ leadership,
they have love for the
whole community.
“Why such a great and
successful
program?”
asked Robinson. “It’s because of the love that each
of you have for boys and
girls and for wanting to see

them do well in school and
life. The love of the founder
and co-founder (Feazells)
has spread out through the
community. With us working together to make this a
better place and a better tomorrow, I bear witness of
the student’s success and
will continue to support
BTAG.”
Keynote speaker, Evangelist Dr. Betty Holte, R.N.,
agreed and added that it
only takes faith the size of a
mustard seed to effect
change when she spoke on
her topic “You can get there
from here if you only have
faith.”
The audience was
treated to uplifting musical
selections by the Shiloh
Youth Praise Team and dinner was catered by C&J
Catering. Several Rotary
Club members performed
as servers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
School’s back!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

School’s back in for the many students in Pinellas County Schools. It seems like just
yesterday that parents were rushing around to find the perfect summer camp. That
adrenalin has been replaced with shopping for school uniforms, backpacks, pencils, pens
and paper for the upcoming school year. Interestingly enough, many students aren’t
bothered much about the first day of school. They actually seemed rather cool, calm and
collected.
How have a few students in the community handled the first day of school? Here are
their thoughts.

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

How your money can grow – Part 2
Today’s column continues our series of up-to-date tips and reports that
will help a family prepare a reasonable,
affordable financial plan with a goal of
achieving financial freedom.
In the previous column, we discussed why savings is a first step of
good money management and why it’s
important to make decisions that help
your savings grow.
Regardless of your income level,
you need to use financial planning principles to “grow “your money, to build
wealth. Through the financial education programs offered at no cost by
Neighborhood
Home
Solutions
(NHS), you can gain mastery of these
principles. A homeownership counselor at NHS will work with you to provide guidance and support in putting
these principles into action based upon
your individual circumstances and
goals.
Financial planning and building assets are not just for those with higher
incomes; a study by the Center for Impact Research found that individuals
with lower incomes realized the importance of saving. Most of the respondents indicated that having money in
the bank made them feel more secure,
knowing they could use their own
money when they needed it, especially
for emergencies or unexpected expenses. As well, saving money in a savings account for long-term goals placed
high on the list for reasons for saving.
According to the study, both those
currently saving money in a savings account as well as those who aspire to
save but are not currently saving in an
account have similar goals, including a
goal of homeownership.

One individual cited in the study
stated, “I just learned about home ownership. It’s the key to building wealth.”
The topic of homeownership was of
considerable interest to respondents.
The majority said that buying a home
was an important reason why they
were saving or a reason they would
save.
For some people, homeownership
may not seem possible. Financial planning is still important for your future
and your children’s future.
Although there is no magic formula
for how you can go from worrying
about living paycheck to paycheck to
building savings and then “growing”
your money, there are solutions.
Through the years, many people have
come through the doors of Neighborhood Home Solutions (NHS). People
who participated in the NHS programs
gained the knowledge of how to take
control of their finances. Many became
first-time homebuyers. They built
strong financial futures for themselves
and their families.
Register for the NHS Financial Fitness Classes (online at www.nhsfl.org or
by mail, telephone or in person) and
learn how to save and invest your money
so that it grows.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of
charge. Partners include the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree USA,
Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas
County Community Development, and
the City of St. Petersburg. Sources for this
article include Bankrate.com and Center for Impact Research.

Chelsea Newton,
“Good! We have a lot
more kids than last
year, but I still found my
classes. I have three
Advance Placement
classes and the rest are
Honors. School’s good!”

Adeyla Guess,
“Awesome! I met
new friends in
my class and
we started
learning things.”

Imani Ruiz,
“School was good.
My classes are
nice and I’m excited
about the year.”

Sonya Casey,
“It was ok I guess.
It was just an
average day.”

Rashed Guess,
“It was ok. I learned
about a few important
things and I met
new friends.”

Jazmyn Gale,
“It was an easy day.
Just regular.
I’m used to it.”

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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55+ Community
Now Accepting Applications
Palm Lake Village Apartments
Dunedin, Florida (727) 733-8880
www.pinellashousing.com
• One story remodeled garden style
apartments with lanai
• Close to shopping centers & beaches
• New Community Center with library
and computers
• Sparkling Pool with accessible ramp
• Small pets welcome
• 1 bedroom remodeled $600
• 2 bedroom remodeled $700
• Security Deposits start at $300

55+ Community
Now Accepting Applications
Crystal Lakes Manor Apartments
Pinellas Park, FL (727) 522-2074
www.pinellashousing.com
• One story apartments with open layouts
• Near Parkside Mall & Super Wal-Mart
• Small pets welcome
• Peaceful lakeside setting with park
benches
• 1 bedroom $470
• 2 bedroom $510
• Security Deposits start at $250

Assisted Living Facility
Magnolia Gardens
3800 62nd Avenue N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
(727) 489-6440
www.magnoliagardensassistedliving.com
Luxury Living at an Affordable Price!
• Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments with
no community fees
• Includes 3 restaurant style meals daily
with 2 snacks
• 24-hour staff
• Therapy Center, Library,
Chapel, Beauty Salon
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Talking with the chief
From CHIEF, page 1

neighborhood’s plights.
“If we don’t help ourselves no one else will,”
she continued, “so we
have to make sure that we
are supporting one another.”
But Holloway’s approach to the job may
make Flower’s call to action simpler for those living in high crime
neighborhoods. With his
boots on the street, feet on
the ground plan, Holloway
plans to reestablish the police force to an entity that
works within the community and is not just seen
riding around in cars.
He calls it Park, Walk,
and Talk and plans are already underway to implement it within the next
couple of weeks.
And, “it’s just that,”
said Holloway who intends
to have police officers
park their patrol cars and
walk around neighborhoods, talking to those
who live there. “We want
to get to know who you
are, what you are, and
what the community’s
about.” Holloway said it’s
the only way to get those
doing wrong out of the
neighborhoods.
The new police chief
also wants to take an interest in educating the
young. As he looked
around the room of the
museum, Holloway commented on the women
present and told of his
own time growing up as
part of a single parent family. He recalled being in by
dark and not hanging out

on the streets and aims to
get the neighborhood kids
to buy into the same rationale.
Holloway has been
with the city of Clearwater’s police force since
1985, rising to the prestigious rank of chief of police there in 2010. As a
career law enforcement
professional, Holloway is
highly regarded in the
field. Having served as
Chief of Police also in
Massachusetts, Holloway
has proven his ability to
work with ethnically diverse populations and
plans to bring the city of
St. Petersburg together in
its mission of oneness. But
Holloway knows it won’t
all happen overnight, but
he is in it for the long haul.
“There’s gonna be
some ups and downs,
some days you’re going to
like me, some days you’re
going to hate me,” he said
to the residents in attendance. “Some days it’s
going to be sweet, some
days it’s going to be bitter,
some days it will be just
right.”
Lipsey-Scott,
Terri
Chairwoman of the Carter
G. Woodson threw out
some unknown trivia to
end the short get-together.
Having been born in
Sulphur Springs and
raised in the bay area, attending
Hillsborough
High School, Holloway is a
local boy. Upon serving
out his duties as Sergeant
in the Clearwater Police
Department, Holloway enrolled in Eckerd College

here in St. Petersburg
earning a Bachelor of Arts
in Business Management.
He later went on to earn a
Master’s degree in Business Administration.
“He’s the first African
American chief who graduated from a local college,” Lipsey-Scott said.
“That’s history.”
Lipsey-Scott and other
leaders of the community,
such as Watson Haynes of
Pinellas County Urban
League, Councilmember
Karl Nurse and local police officers were all in attendance to not only
celebrate in Holloway’s appointment, but to support
his role in the community.
Holloway has committed to, “Chatting with the
Chief,” where he will be
stationed at the Woodson
Museum on a regular
basis to meet with those in
the community who wish
to discuss ideas in regards
to how to go about making
where they live a better
place.
“He’s not new to this,
he’s true to this,” remarked Flowers.
For now though, residents will have to wait and
see if all the talk will make
a difference. Holloway’s
approach seems to have
reduced crime in our sister city of Clearwater, so
maybe his style of enforcing the law will make a difference here.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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“Ferguson can happen anywhere”
From SCLC, page 1

across America to young
black males.”
“We are here to wake
up America,” said State
Chairman of the SCLC Art
Rocker. “This issue is extremely prevalent, and it is
so prevalent that it is all
over America. We can’t
take on America; therefore, here with the state of
Florida SCLC we decided
that our concentration will
be in Florida.”
The Florida SCLC
called the press conference held at Advantage Financial Services on 22nd
Street South, to inform the
state of Florida police that
they will not stand by and
allow them to continue to
kill unarmed people just
because of their race.
“We will not continue
to stand by and allow once
again our people to be
killed,” said Rocker who
went on to explain that
where he is from in Escambia County, they do
not hire minorities as
deputies.
Rocker said that the
SCLC will go to the Department of Justice and

demand the creation of a
hotline for citizens to report abuses of power by
police.
The Florida SCLC
State
President
R.L.
Gundy out of Jacksonville
went a little further when
he asked citizens to take
control of justice in America.
“We also want to initiate in the state of Florida a
cop watch program from
now on,” said Gundy. We
are encouraging everybody in the state of Florida
that is riding around in
their vehicles to start
using their phones to photograph all police stops
and start putting their
recorders on so that we
can actually hear what
these police officers are
saying to these people
when they stop them.”
Gundy also suggested
forming a committee to
conduct independent investigations of alleged police misconduct.
“We can no longer
allow sheriff departments
and police departments to
have the fox inspecting

the hen house. Whenever
there is a police authority
that shoots someone and
they want to do their own
investigation, we are encouraging every county,
every SCLC office, every
NAACP office and every
community activist to ask
the Justice Department to
immediately step in and
not the Florida Department of Law Enforcement
to investigate the case,”
exclaimed Gundy.
“Ferguson can happen
anywhere,” said Rouson.
“Instead of having press
conferences after events,
we want to have prevention conferences before
they happen. And that’s
why I’m here today, to say
that I stand in solidarity
with the hurting community.”
Members of the SCLC
from Escambia, Duval, Orange, Dade, Manatee,
Pinellas and Hillsborough
counties were all represented at the press conferences.
To watch the full press
conference, please log on
to TheWeeklyChallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

REFERRAL LINE: 1.888.920.8761

suppoRt seRvices

Kinship Services Network provides relative caregivers with a
whole new world of support.
Families receive a thorough in-home assessment to determine family
support needs.
The Family Support Coordinator works with the family to link to the
services they need such as:
• public Benefits application assistance
• counseling / therapy
• legal services
• access to Medical care
• Mentoring
• Respite assistance
• academic tutoring / support
• social / Recreational activities
• neighborhood support
• transportation
• vocational support
• substance abuse treatment

RefeRRal to Kinship seRvices netwoRK
WHO?

Any Relative Caregiver may participate in
the program. A Relative Caregiver may be a
grandparent, aunt or uncle, sibling, or even a
cousin - any relative caring full-time for a child.

HOW?

THE REFERRAL PROCESS IS SIMPLE. Call the
Kinship Services Intake Line at 1.888.920.8761

WHAT THEN?

A Family Support Coordinator will contact the
Relative Caregiver and coordinate the needed
support and services with the family. In-home
services available.
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Backpack giveaways
around the city
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – All
around the Sunshine City
last Sat., Aug 16, backpack
giveaways were in full
force. Executive Director
of Childs Park YMCA
Deborah Figgs-Sanders decided to go all out this year
and not just have a giveaway at the YMCA; she decided to take the show on
the road.
Since seeing an overwhelming response from
corporations and private
donors such as County
Commissioner Ken Welch,
she decided to do something a little different this
time around. For families
that may have difficulties
traveling to the Childs Park
YMCA location, two mobile
units were outfitted with
some
200
backpacks
stuffed full of supplies.

The Northside Boys
and Girls Club of the Suncoast, located at 1035
Burlington Ave. N., had a
YMCA bus parked out
front handing out backpacks and the Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum, located at 2240
9th Ave. S. in Jordan Park,
not only had school supplies but food and all
around family fun.
Beaming Hope Church
had another one of their
community block parties,
which always include free
food, clothes, haircuts, face
painting and this time
school supplies in the parking lot of Pinellas Technical
Educational Center, 901
34th St. S. The church does
these giveaway parties
about once a month, but
since it was the weekend
before school started they
decided to make it back-toschool themed. Stay con-

nected to find out when
and where the next community block party will be
at www.beaminghope.org.
And last, but certainly
not least, was pro baller
Marreese Speights’ 2nd
Annual Backpack Giveaway held at Childs Park
Recreation Center. Even
though he could not attend
because he was in training,
Team Speights, which includes his mother, sister
and a host of other family
members and friends, were
out in full effect. Over 600
backpacks stuffed with
school supplies were given
out.
Figgs-Sanders is still
holding out hope that in
the future she will be able
to combine resources with
some of the other backpack giveaways throughout the city to help ensure
that every family in need is
provided for.






“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown woman motivated to lead by her desire to help others
From CHARTER, page 1

Feaster-Johnson
moved from Philadelphia
to St. Petersburg in 1974
after receiving her undergraduate degree in Social
Work. Fresh out of college, her first job was as a
paraprofessional for Wildwood Elementary School
where she taught remedial reading and math
skills to children, kindergarten to third grade. She
enjoyed working with children but desired a job in
her field.
In 1975, Horizon Hospital, a private psychiatric
hospital opened in the St.
Petersburg area that later
hired Feaster-Johnson as
an admission’s clerk/Clinical Social Worker. As the
hospital census increased,
Feaster-Johnson became
the full-time social worker.
As part of her responsibilities she recorded patient’s medical and family
history, performed psychological assessments
and conducted individual
and group counseling.
The University of
South Florida (USF)
launched their master’s
degree program for social
work in 1981. FeasterJohnson participated in a
task force that conducted
a survey in the bay area to
see if there were enough
people interested in social
work to start a master’s
program. After participating in the task force, they
asked her if she had considered attending graduate school. She was part of
the first class to graduate
from USF with a master’s
degree in social work in
1983.
After graduating from
USF, Feaster-Johnson left
Horizon Hospital to work
for a residential treatment
program for emotionally
disturbed children. Children with emotional problems, aged 6-17 were
housed in the facility.
Feaster-Johnson
conducted individual, group
therapy and family therapy. She enjoyed working
with the children and
their families to communicate openly and find ways

 


 


Courtesy of

Feaster-Johnson worked at Bay Pines VA for 30 years.
to improve the child’s environment.
“The needs of the children spoke to me. I enjoyed
seeing
the
gratification of the individuals who I served. Especially when they learned
that funding and services
were available to help improve their quality of living,”
Feaster-Johnson
said. While she enjoyed
working with the children
and families, she wanted
job security.
She left the residential
treatment program she
was working for to work
for Bay Pines VA hospital.
In the 30 years she
worked for Bay Pines VA,
she built up an impressive
resume.
Feaster-Johnson
worked as a Medical Social Worker, a Psychiatric
Social Worker on the Inpatient Psychiatric unit, a
Family Therapist, Clinical
Coordinator and Domiciliary Chief of a 120 bed
Residential Rehabilitation
Program. She retired on
January 3, 2014 from her
position as the Program
Manager over Employment Re-entry Services
where she managed five
program entities that provided job development
and work skills to disabled Veterans.
The veterans were
placed into non-sensitive
jobs at the VA and were
compensated for their

work at the federal or
state minimum wage
whichever was higher.
This work placement provided work skills and a
positive job history for
Veterans who desired to
return to competitive employment
After retirement, she
did not hang up her hat
for she continues her leadership role as president of
the local chapter of Blacks
in Government, an organization that advocates for
equal opportunity in public sector employment, career development, and
education and training.
“Laverne is a very
unique leader. She is very
committed to the VA first
and then to Blacks in Government as president of
our chapter. She is very
committed, very thorough, very organized and
very hard to say no to.
Her charm, caring, genuine personality and commitment to her beliefs
make her hard to say no
to,” Jonathan Wade, Vice
President of Blacks in
Government said.
Retirement is just
the beginning.
Since Feaster-Johnson
is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and Board
Certified Diplomate in Social Work, she decided to
open a private practice
that provides individual,
couple and family therapy
services.

Individuals with debilitating emotional problems
suffer in secret and in silence. Depression, anxiety, relationship problems,
grief, anger, trauma,
abuse, and poor self-esteem are just a few of the
issues that plague individuals on a daily basis.
Treatment is only a
phone call away; yet,
many people for a variety
of reasons fail to make the
call. Most refuse to make
the call due to the stigma
that surrounds mental
healthcare. In the AfricanAmerican
community,
mental health care is not
viewed from the same perspective as physical conditions. It is seen as a
defective component of
one’s character or personality.
Emotional instability
can be the result of a
chemical
imbalance,
which is treatable with
medication. Other emotional conditions may respond to “talk” therapy or
a combination of the two.
Individual, couple, and
family therapy are treatment options, which is
available to deal with relationship conflicts.
Naming the office
after herself, A. LaVerne
Feaster, LCSW, BCD,
LLC, is located at 5400
Central Ave., St. Petersburg. For more information or an appointment,
please call 727-272-3685

      

  




 
      
    
    
     


 


        
        
       

        



 


      



         
      

     







BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com





 
 
 



Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Life coach Dederick Woodard
BY MARCY NORTHRUP
PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Dederick Woodard is a mentor, motivational speaker, life
coach, author and poet who
reach countless people
through a combination of his
magnetic personality and gentle demeanor. He credits his
grandfather for teaching him
how to relate to people and the
many ways in which to do so.
Organizations and individuals of all ages seek his counsel as a means to address their
life’s conflicts and receive
guidance and direction.
Woodward is best known
for the unique manner in
which he reaches children;
using rap as a tool to meet
them at their level. He provides workshops for schools,
the Boys and Girls Club and
other organizations in and
around Pinellas County.
Most recently he addressed the anxiety and pressure experienced by many
children as the new school
year approached. “I prepare
them for success by explaining to them the reason they
are anxious and give them vision so they don’t have to
worry. They’re anxious because they don’t know what to
expect,” he said.
Part of Woodard’s technique is to advise the child to
seek the counsel of a mentor
close to their age; someone
who has successfully made it
through the situation they are
currently experiencing. Once
the kids get the knowledge
and understanding of what
they are facing, they are better
equipped to proceed and see
it through.
When working with middle schoolers, he helps them
to establish their goals. “I help
them identify what they are
expecting out of the sixth
grade. Their ultimate goal, at
the time, is to get to the seventh grade, so they need to acquire information that will
point to their goal,” he explained.
Woodard developed a program called “Best Character”
for the Boys and Girls Club in
Pinellas. It deals with kids as
young as preschool and old as
high school. Best Character
provides his students with an
opportunity to decide which
character traits are appropri-

ate and to model their chosen
trait through games and dialog.
Using role play, he helps
them envision what each personality character looks like;
how it is perceived by others
and if it will serve them well in
connection to their current
goals in life. “I tell them, ‘whatever you’re doing make sure
that it will connect to your goal
and apply it in other areas in
your life,’” Woodward averred.
As a motivational speaker
he uses dialog with the audience to maximize their experience with him. While
interacting with the crowd he
guides them through the
process of goal setting. He
creates a visual of where to
begin, how to evaluate choices
and how to get to what he calls
“the finish line.” Through his
confab he instructs the audience on how to recognize
their limitations, strength and
stamina.
As a life coach, Woodward
works closely with his clients
to determine what it is they
need. Prior to meeting in person, he holds a phone interview
to
define
their
expectations, where they are
at that point in their life and
where they want to be.
“Working toward your
goal is about activating something. I’m going to push them.
I want to see them go to the
Super Bowl! That’s my job as
a coach and mentor. If I need
to, I plug them into other mentors. I provide insight into
their lives. Every once in a
while I get to be a friend,”
Woodward explained.
The coaching sessions are
held at the library, college
classroom or a restaurant,
wherever the client is most
comfortable. He says some
people only need a one-time
session, whereas others
would prefer an on-going
weekly or monthly schedule
to get them on track, keep
them on track and maintain
their achieved goals.
The length of session is
contingent upon the age of the
client. An adult session would
run 40 minutes whereas a
meeting with a child might
meet for 20-minute intervals
with a break in between.
St. Pete’s own Swiyyah
Muhammad, award-winning
author of “Don’t Call Me
Crazy! I’m Just in Love” was
mentored by Woodard. On

one occasion he coached her
on how to speak to a classroom full of college students
and thanks to his guidance,
the students found her message informative and entertaining.
“Before I met Dederick I
was selling one or two books,
but after we spoke, things
changed.” Muhammad says
her book sales have drastically
increased and that most of
those who come to her seminars now purchase her book.
“He’s also helping me realize
my newest goals and is teaching me how to put them into
action,” said Muhammad.
Woodward’s book is one
of poetry and is called “New
Day.” It’s a book about hope
and encourages readers to
make it through and connect
to resources to manifest their
dreams. It was in elementary
school when he began writing
poems and learned in high
school how to present his
ideas in “a colorful way,” he
said.
“My goal in life is to assist
people to do more than just
dream their dreams. My goal
in life is to empower people to
experience their dreams,”
Woodward averred.
“New Day” can be purchased on Amazon.com, Createaspace.com and at his
various workshops . The book
is $19.99 online, but can be
purchased at half the price if
you attend his workshops.
Some of his workshops include the book.

Hair It Is Salon Presents
The 2nd Annual Alopecia Awareness Seminar

When: Sat., Sept. 6 • 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Where: South Branch Public Library
2300 Roy Hanna Dr. S., St. Petersburg
Free Healthy Lunch Will Be Provided
This Year’s These is “Planting Your Fruits”
DOOR PRIZES
Candle Light Visual • Scalp Annalist
Health Screening • Balloon Release
R.S.V.P. Only
Kinky Caps Alopecia Care
P.O. Box 13613
St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Silvering Hope Foundation
1834 49th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

kinkycaps@yahoo.com

silverlininghopefoundation@gmail.com

1-855-427-4849

727-328-26123

Pinellas Opportunity Council Inc.
Youth Development Program
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas Opportunity
Council Inc. (POC) Youth
Development Program recently completed another
summer serving the Pinellas County community
with 45 students participating in its pre-employment training and skills
development program.
For 31 years, it has rescued area youth from idle
summers of TV, video
games, junk food and social media. Two groups of
students were celebrated
for their participation in
this year’s program.
On Fri., July 25, POC
recognized 33 students at
the St. Petersburg College
Midtown campus, at a
luncheon for parents, students, supervisors and
community
partners.
Judge Patrice Moore, a
past participant in the
POC Youth Development
Program, delivered a very
motivational and inspirational speech.
“The sky is the limit.
Follow your dreams and
don’t be afraid of failure.
Always do your best and
know that somebody is
watching you who could
really be helpful to your
future,”
said
Judge
Moore.
Throughout the summer, students 14 - 17 were
energized through training provided by POC and
STEMTEC staff. Some
spent six weeks studying
and gaining hands-on
practical part-time work
experience. Employers
providing job placements
and supervision included:
City of St. Petersburg
Recreation Department,
Daystar Life Center, Dr.

ML King Jr. NFC –
Aquatic Center Clearwater, St. Petersburg College
(Midtown), STEMTEC
Program, St. Petersburg
College (Seminole) campus, Advantage Village
Academy, Bay Area Legal
Services and the Pinellas
Park Library. Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
(PSTA) provided funding,
employment opportunities, and many other incentives for 4 of the 33
students.
The luncheon was
sponsored by the Young
Professional Network, TD
Bank, Beef O’ Brady and
Portofino Pizza.
On Thurs., July 17,
2014 12 additional students from the Pinellas
County School System’s
HEAT (Homeless Education Assistance Team)
Program, were recognized for their participation
in
the
preemployment/life skills de-

velopment training component provided by POC.
A luncheon was held in
their honor at the Sunshine Center St. Petersburg. These students
were inspired by words of
encouragement from the
POC Executive Director,
Carolyn King, and Dr. Patricia Williams, Dropout
Prevention HEAT Program. Their messages
conveyed “always be prepared, and although life
may present many obstacles you can still achieve
great things.”
All participating students received a monetary
incentive for their hard
work. Armed with newly
developed skills, these
students left the program
with a heightened sense
of confidence and greater
expectations for future accomplishments. A special
thank you to all of our
sponsors and partners in
this year’s program
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
With God we’ve got this!
Living the dream, Part II
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

NEW YORK — You might not be aware
of it but south St. Petersburg’s brightest and
most gifted local talent is taking the national
and international entertainment venues by
storm!
Currently, over a dozen performers, producers, writers and fashion designers are living in New York City, the Mecca that draws
top talent from all over the world. Last week,
you were introduced to one of St. Pete’s
gifted performers, Santoya Fields, who now
resides in New York. This week you will be
exposed to six additional artists who migrated from St. Pete and Miami to the Big
Apple to defy the odds and pursue their
artistic dreams.
Listening to these young people, ranging
in age from 18 to 30, talk about their unyielding determination to fulfill their artistic visions in life brings a whole new meaning to
vigor, vitality and an uncompromising faith
in a city that is brutal to any sign of frailty.
Bringing all six of these young Titans together in one place was quite a feat. Allyson
Tolbert, Ebone Simone Johnson, Charles
Smith, LaQuelle Mills, Samiyah Lynnice
Parramore and Nikki Valentine showed up
and shared their stories of triumph, challenge and resurgence on a hot and humid
night in the KPMG Plaza on the corner of
East 51th Street and Park Avenue.
Allyson, Ebone, and Laquelle hit pay
dirt!
When Gibbs’ Pinellas County Center for
the Arts (PCCA) alumni Allyson Tolbert finished her undergraduate studies in Musical
Theatre at the University of Florida in 2006,
her dancing career took off like a rocket.
“I went on tour overseas in Disney’s
“Beauty and the Beast” and Mel Brook’s
“The Producers,” she said. The vibrant and
eloquent Tolbert also performed in “Catch
Me If You Can” for Troika Entertainment.
Unlike Tolbert, who was home grown
and groomed in Florida for a performing
arts career, Ebone Simone Johnson was a
native New Yorker born in Harlem Presbyterian Hospital. Her family moved to St. Petersburg in the late 1990s. After Johnson
finished Gibbs High School, she returned to
New York City for an audition.
“I auditioned for the Knicks City Dancer
and made the team,” said Johnson. After her
initial big city success, Johnson made a big
move to secure her future.
“I got an agent and worked with lots of
signed artists along the way. I auditioned for

“Step UP 2” and booked the movie as a lead
actress right after the Knicks.”
Laquelle Mills, also a Gibbs PCCA
Alumni, launched her dance career in New
York after completing her A.A. degree at the
New World School of the Arts in Miami. Unlike Allyson and Ebone, she had a different
outlook on New York.
“I did not want any part of New York at
first,” said Mills. However, when she did arrive in New York, she got caught up in the
city’s creative energy.
“I started getting work with several
dance companies like Dan Spiek Dance Theatre, Vissi Dance Theatre and Dancer For
Soul Movement Dance Company,” said
Mills as she explained how her career as a
professional dancer and instructor would
take her to China, Taiwan and Japan.
The entrepreneur, the untraditional
and the new millennial
Michelle Valentine, a 2003 alumni of St.
Petersburg High School’s IB Program, is
not a trained dancer, actor or singer. Yet she
is an artist. Nikki, as she is known by her
peers and close friends, has an eye for fashion. That same eye zeroed in on New York
City after her first visit one summer.
“I knew this was the place for me and
Harlem is where I wanted to live,” said
Valentine. However, her road to Harlem —
as you will find out — was not paved with
gold.
Enter Charles Smith, a 2005 Alumni of
Gibbs High School and graduate of St. Petersburg College in 2008.
“When I saw the chance to work for my
company in New York, I transferred because
I was determined to be an artist here,” said
Smith. He further sharpened his artistic
skills as a dancer and choreographer by attending the Broadway Theatre Project.
“If I was going to be successful here, I
would really have to pick up my pace. I was
like a new born hatchling when I first arrived here from St. Petersburg,” he said.
Samiyah Lynnice Parramore, 18, is a
Newark, N.J. native who moved to Miami
and graduated from the New World School
of the Arts. She also lived in Clearwater for
a while with her grandmother known affectionately as Mama Jai Hinson. Parramore
had her hopes set on entering either Julliard
or the Alvin Ailey School of Dance. A childhood dance prodigy of the Life Force Arts
Academy, Parramore grew up in her grandmother’s production of the annual holiday
classic “The Chocolate Nutcracker.”
“She is so out-of-the-box,” said Mills
about Parramore’s dance style.

Allyson Tolbert

Michelle “Nikki” Valentine

Ebone Simone Johnson

Charles Smith

Laquelle Mills

Samiyah Lynnice Parramore

Staff Writer

“I wasn’t accepted by either school (Julliard or Alvin Ailey),” said Parramore. However, she did not give up on her dream of
attending college in the northeast.
“I was accepted into the Hartt School of
Music, Dance and Theatre in Hartford,
Conn. I can’t wait to get started.”
Lessons Learned
Making it in New York City is like traveling down the yellow brick road to the Land
of Oz. The excitement of the challenge is intoxicating and can sometimes blur one’s vision of the realities of surviving in the big
metropolis. There are many lessons to be
learned.
“New York can make you feel on top of
the world, then in an instant she can slap you
down and think nothing of it,” said Tolbert
as she recalled one of those instances that
happened while she was working out of field
and auditioning for new shows.
“On one job I worked as an event coordinator. I really enjoyed it. I was making 20
dollars an hour. And that’s considered a decent hourly salary by most people. We were
getting ready for an event, but there had
been a minor miscommunication. My supervisor decides to ridicule me in front of the
rest of the workers. I pride myself on being
well organized [and] meticulous. But that’s
when I decided no amount of money was
worth being humiliated like that. And I left!”
Ebone sighed as she has had her fill of
rough moments in the metropolis.
“One thing you have to realize in this
business is that people don’t care about your
problems,” said Ebone. “You’ve got to be
strong or you’ll get crushed because your
misfortune is their opportunity…At one
point early in my career I made over
$100,000 dollars and didn’t save any of it. If I
ever make that much again — knowing
what I know now — I’ll save as much as I
can!”
The group moved closer together because each one of them could recall one of
those life moments that made them question
what they were doing, who they were as an
artist and their spirituality.
“I was working this really good job for a
year teaching dance in China,” said Smith.
“I had about three months to go before returning home when I suddenly became ill.
It was appendicitis and they had to operate.
In China, people have to pay before you have
surgery. And if you don’t have the money
you could die. Well, I wasn’t very happy
about doing this in China. My employer wasn’t either. But I had to do it. When I landed
back in New York City, I had a $100 dollars
in my pocket. If it wasn’t for my friends here,
I wouldn’t have made it!”
Mills squeezed Smith’s hand as she recalled an interesting experience she too had
in the Orient.
“The roughest time of my career was
when I was in China for five months,” said
Mills. “I thought that it would be an amazing
experience which it was because I got to see
and be a part of the culture, but the business
part of it was really bad. I ended up being involved with the wrong company to the point
I had to escape to a different part of China.
It was really hard because I wasn’t making
the money I was supposed to make, and also
I had to act like all was well to my family. I
didn’t want anyone to have to worry about
my well being. So in doing that I had no one
to talk to or to vent to...To make it worse it
was only the first month and I had four more
to go! The experience really taught me a lot
when dealing with business and working
with people from other countries.”
Valentine thought she had the ideal
arrangement when she first moved to New
York.
“A bunch us were living together in an
apartment paying about $450 a month,” said
Valentine. Considering that most studios go
for $1,500 to $2,200, she had a sweetheart
deal for a new comer in Oz.
“When I returned from work one
evening, I found notices posted on people’s
doors that everyone had three days to move
out or else the landlord would evict them. So

now here I am trying to figure what to do. I
ended up rooming with a friend in Triboro,
the projects of all places. I had never lived in
the projects in my life!”
Everyone chuckled as they all had experienced the taste of humiliation several times
during their young careers.
“I kid you not, every morning I left for
work and saw young people my age just
standing around, not doing anything. When
I came home from work, they were still
there day in and day out! So I decided to
focus on what I had to do. Get a job and get
back in graduate school. Every day I went
back and forth to work, school and blocking
out everything else in between. That was the
only way,” said Valentine.
By the end of her first year, she and her
fiancé found a nice studio apartment in one
of the historic communities of Upper East
Harlem.
Recipe For Success
The clap of thunder rumbled in the background as the first drops of rain fell just as
Johnson began her mini-lecture on haters.
“People who called themselves my
friends but aren’t supportive I said goodbye
to,” exclaimed Johnson emphatically. “All
they’ll do is pull you down. Don’t let anyone
tell you that you can’t make it!”
Valentine talks about bringing your “A”
game and nothing less. “You’ve got to be
razor-sharp focused,” she said.
Tolbert reminds us about taking calculating risks. “You have to be true to yourself
and be willing to step out of your comfort
zone,” she said.
“You have to trust in God and keep the
faith,” said Mills.
Smith emphasized connecting with the
God-self within when you are about to throw
in the towel of fate. “You can never, ever give
up on yourself,” he said.
Parramore punctuates fulfilling your divine purpose. “If it’s what you’re meant to do,
you won’t be happy doing anything else,”
she said.
And if you stay the course no matter
what, you’ll be able to make the Allyson Tolbert proclamation: “I’m where I’m supposed
to be right now.” She is constantly checking
in with her agent for shows she can audition
for.
Her persistence has paid off. She recently booked two shows “Something
Funny Happened On The Way To The
Forum” at the Flatrock Regional Theatre in
North Carolina and “Dreamgirls” at Portland Center Stage in Oregon. She signed the
contract for “Dreamgirls” and will be headed
out west on Sept.1.
Charles Smith, choreographer for the
Brooklynettes Dancers for the Nets basketball team, recently became choreographer
for the reality show “Sister Hood of Hip
Hop” and Sony recording artist Fly Panda.
Ebone Simone Johnson rocked the
Jimmy Kimmel Live stage as one of the featured dancers on national TV with Kiesza
who performed “Hideaway” and “Giant In
My Heart.” More recently she danced with
Diplo at the Mad Decent Block Party in
front of a crowd of 10,000, and is now on a
west coast tour with Kiesza.
LaQuelle Mills is a dancer with Forces of
Nature Dance Theatre. Samiyah Lynnice
Parramore is off to college to hone razorsharp skills in the performing arts. And
Michelle “Nikki” Valentine is shopping her
new resume in the marketplace after completing graduate studies in Fashion Entrepreneurship and Business Administration.
She has also put her entrepreneurial skills
to work by developing an online app for her
fashion design website to be launched in the
fall.
Allyson, Ebone, Charles, Laquelle,
Samiyah, and Nikki credit their success to
staying spiritually connected and to having
been taught by great hometown motivators
like Andrida Hosey, Mama Jai Hinson, Mrs.
Page and Mrs. “P.”
To reach Allen Buchanan, email
ABuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com.

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 2014

CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 










Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays



 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 
 
 



  



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

Visible Voices
Christian Community Association
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Overseers



 
  

 

 
  



 

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Worship - Sundays 4 p.m.
Fellowship - Thursdays 7 p.m.


 

  
 
 

919 18th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Visit our website: www.thecrossingpoint.net
“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida


Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

 

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Coming events for Aug.
Aug. 27-30 - Congress No.
2 - St. John 1st Baptist, Palmetto, FL
Aug. 31 - Mission Empha-

sis-Mission # 2 providing leadership for donations to the
Baby Bottle Benefit program at
the Next STEPP Life Center.
STEPP provides faith based assistance to pregnant and parenting teens as well as support
for other family needs in the
African American community.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public are
invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in

the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ - Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark your calendar
You are invited to attend our
annual Family and Friends Celebratory events at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Thursday, Aug. 14: Opening
night featuring Dr. K. Bernard
Parrott, Minister of Music and Mt.
Zion’s Sanctuary Choir. Reverend
Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Pastor, Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, Saint Petersburg,

Florida. We look forward to your
presence.
Fri., Aug. 15: Choir Workshop
at 7 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 16: Choir Workshop, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Family Reunion Choir Concert: Aug. 16 at 7 p.m. We look forward to your presence.
Family and Friends Celebration: Aug. 17, at 7:45 a.m., Bishop
Zema Florence, Holy Cathedral
Pentecostal Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. At 10:45 a.m., Dr.
Clarence P. Noble, Pastor of
Greater Saint Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Tuskegee, Alabama. Musical Worship: Family
Reunion Choir. We look forward
to your presence.
Revival 2014: Aug. 18 - 20, at
7 p.m. Guest Evangelist, Dr. Marcus Davidson, Pastor of New
Mount Olive Baptist Church, Fort

Lauderdale, Florida. We look forward to your presence.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor and the Friendship family welcomes you to our
open doors. Friendships’ Sunday
Praise and Worship are 7:45 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m. Come
join us each Wednesday for Bible
Study at Noon and 7 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come join us and share in the
study of God’s word .
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Fla.
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join us in the Month of August for the Sermon Series
“Living a Life of Excellence.
Aug. 24 – College Colors
Sunday…got goals! Our College Prep 101 ministry invites
all middle and high school students to join us for a back-toschool pep rally. 10 a.m. in the
Youth Chapel – 921 20th St. S.
Everyone bring someone.

Sept. 9 – 11 – 2nd annual
family conference “ God’s Divine Family.” Guest Speaker
Rev. Jeffrey Johnson of Indianapolis, IN.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a Man
of God Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding Dial-a-Meetings. Phone
meetings are held every Tuesday from 7 to 8 p.m. Phone in
to: 605-477-2100, Access Code:
212213.

Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social.
Checkout
the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us
on FACEBOOK, TWITTER
and YOUTUBE (Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The Unity Day Committee of First Mt. Zion is sponsoring,
“Extraordinary
Women of the Bible on Sunday, Aug. 24 at 4 p.m. Come

out and partake in this spirit
filled program, featuring
ladies from various churches
as they portray the characters of Eve, Sarah, Ruth,

Mary, the Mother of Jesus
and more.
The church is located at
1121 22nd St. S. Reverend
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Visible Voices
Are you an African American born and raised on the
north side of downtown St. Petersburg in the 1930s or the
1940s or before it was renamed
“Methodist Town” or “James
Town?” Attended Davis Academy? The Harlem Theater? Ida
B. Wells Library?

Rev. Sarah Edwards, Executive Producer of ‘Turn The
Page
Productions’
and
CCN/Christian Community TV
Network invites you to share
your ‘Precious Memories’ with
Visible Voices Christian Community Neighborhood Association for as part of a TV

Documentary. It is entitled
“God’s Eyes Beholding The
City.”
The trailer may be seen on
Youtube and thecrossingpoint.net
web page. Request Visible Voices
Membership Information today:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Voice: 727-821-0304

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at
10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s

truth at every opportunity.
Building a Stronger Congregation and Community to the
Glory of God. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Women’s Ministry is
actively preparing for their annual seminar scheduled for
Saturday, Aug. 16, 8:30 am to
2:30 pm. The theme this year
is Sisters Singing Praises: Hallelujah Anyhow.
Keynote

speaker is Minister Sharon
Saulsby of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, along
with other presenters and Hallelujah Monologues’. For registration
and
additional
information please call the
church office (327-0554).
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014” Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians
4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org
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